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those of the violation  of  the laws  of   nature  by
Miracles, in order to judge which of them is most
likely and probable."    Here the moral government
of God, with the course of which the Miracle entirely
accords, is altogether kept out of sight.    With a like
heedlessness  of the moral  character of a Miracle,
another writer, notorious for his irreligion,m objects
that it argues mutability in the Deity, and implies
that the physical system was not created good, as
needing improvement    And a recent author adopts
a similarly partial and inconclusive mode of reason- ,
ing, when he confuses the Christian Miracles with
fables of apparitions and witches, and would examine
them on the strict principle of those legal forms which
from their secular object go far to exclude all reli-
gious discussion  of the question.11   Such reasoners
seem to suppose, that when the agency of the Deity
is introduced to account for Miracles, it is the illogical
introduction of an unknown cause, a reference to a
mere name, the offspring, perhaps, of popular super-
stition ; or, if more than a name, to a cause that can
be known only by means of the physical creation;
and hence they consider Religion as founded in the
mere weakness or eccentricity of the intellect, not in
actual intimations of a Divine government as con-
tained in the moral world.   From an apparent impa-
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